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SUMMARY
Executive summary: This document provides comments on the newly proposed table
format used for the GBS Maintenance Audits in document
MSC 108/INF.14.

Strategic direction, 7
if applicable:

Output: 7.24
Action to be taken: Paragraph 10

Related document: MSC 108/INF.14

Introduction

1 Document MSC 108/INF.14 (Secretariat) reported, inter alia, the discussion during
the second Goal-based standards (GBS) Workshop held on 12 June 2023, on the table for
rule change reporting, as follows:

"11 Subsequently, the workshop participants agreed that the table set out in
annex 2 may be used to facilitate the work of the auditors, ..."

2 In that respect, paragraph 12 of document MSC 108/INF.14 mentions the agreement
by classification societies to further investigate the feasibility of the newly proposed table
format, for rule change reporting, as follows:

"12 In order to allow sufficient time to liaise with the relevant departments,
classification societies agreed to further investigate the feasibility of the newly
proposed table format, for rule change reporting during the first half of 2024, and to
report to MSC 109 the final outcome of this consultation process which is expected to
result in an agreed final table format for rule change reporting."
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Discussion

3 IACS has consulted with its members and would like to provide comments and
suggestions on the newly proposed table format.

General comments and suggestions

4 IACS understands that the newly proposed table format will be applied for the next
three-year cycle (2025-2027) with the Maintenance Audit in 2028, with the submission due
date for the first package being 31 March 2026.

5 It is the understanding of IACS that the newly proposed table format will be applied
for both submission packages, i.e. for the common submission package of all IACS members,
as well as for the individual submission packages of each classification society. In this regard,
IACS proposes to add a new column to the table for use in the individual submission packages
containing references to the IACS resolutions, including IACS Common Structural Rules,
if any. This proposal is indicated in the draft table given in the annex.

6 After consultation with its members, IACS reached the view that hyperlinking to rule
references or additional documents provided for explanations, therefore justification should not
be provided. Considering the different rule development environments used by IACS
members, the provision of hyperlinks would add further administrative burden on the submitter.
Furthermore, due to the transfer of the files to the IMO Space, the proper functioning of these
hyperlinks cannot be ensured. This might cause further confusion and work during the audit
process. The proposed table format was changed accordingly, as set out in the annex.

7 Item 2 of the newly proposed table format contains a reference to the submission
cycle by providing a selection list of the annual submission year. IACS would like to suggest
replacing this item by the submission year or adding the submission year and indicating the
submission cycle more clearly, e.g. by indicating the three-year cycle, to avoid
misunderstandings.

8 Furthermore, to improve simplicity for the submitters, as well as for the audit team,
IACS would like to suggest adding a column containing the justification text. As a description
of the impact on and/or contribution to safety, security or environmental protection is already
provided in column [9] of the newly proposed table, IACS expects that the justification text can
be kept brief in most of the cases. If more detailed justification is necessary, a reference to a
separate file can be given, similar to for columns [9] and [10].

9 Additional editorials and corrections are provided by IACS in the draft table given in
the annex.

Action requested of the Committee

10 The Committee is invited to consider the foregoing and suggestions in the annex, and
to take action, as appropriate.
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ANNEX
DRAFT TABLE FORMAT WITH IACS COMMENTS AND CORRECTIONS
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